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NFTC-USA*Engage 2001 Interim Report Card Disappointing

Records show increase in Members voting against engagement

Washington, D.C. – In a disappointing reversal, more Members of Congress have voted against global engagement and for ineffective and counterproductive unilateral sanctions policies than last year, according to the 2001 USA*ENGAGE and the National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC) Interim 107th Congressional Report Card, which grades members of the House of Representatives and Senate on individual voting records on issues affecting international trade, unilateral sanctions, and global engagement. 

"The results of the interim report card are clear – the threat of harmful unilateral sanctions is on the rise,” said Don Deline, USA*Engage Co-Chairman.  "Sanctions are often popular with powerful interest groups, and therefore represent an easy vote for many Members.  With our economy in decline, now is not the time to punish U.S. business and farmers by conducting foreign policy on the cheap."

While 59 Senators earned an 'A' in 2000, only 2 Senators earned an 'A' this year. In addition, while 120 Members earned an 'A' or higher in 2000, only 35 Members earned an 'A,' according to the interim report card. Members in the House were graded on seven votes taken in 2001, with the recent TPA vote counted twice. Senators were graded on four votes. 

"USA*Engage has laid the intellectual groundwork proving that unilateral sanctions almost always fail to achieve their intended goals, and always end up harming U.S. interests, but apparently the threat to impose ineffective sanctions policies still exists," said Bill Reinsch, President of the NFTC and Co-Chairman of USA*Engage. “The solution would be for Congress to pass meaningful sanctions reform legislation, which would require that a more disciplined and informed process be put in place before unilateral sanctions could be applied.”
Grades for the House report card were determined by counting the following votes:
1) H. R. 1954: To extend the Iran-Libya Sanctions Act of 1996 for an additional 5 years through 2006

USA*Engage position: vote against bill receives (+)

2) H.R. 2502: Amended version of Humanitarian aid bill regarding Sudan to include capital market disclosure and delisting sanctions

USA*Engage position: vote against bill receives (+)

3) H.J. Res. 50: Denial of Normal Trade Relations for the Peoples’ Republic of China

USA*Engage position: vote against resolution receives (+)

- More -

4) H. Amdt. 121: Denial of funding to provide for administrative necessities in the processing of safety licenses to Mexican-domiciled trucking companies

USA*Engage position: vote against amendment receives (+) 

5) H. Amdt. 241: To lift the travel ban on Cuba

USA*Engage position: vote in favor of amendment receives (+)

6) H.R. 3009: On motion to recommit the Andean Trade Preferences Act to committee (bill removes textiles and other commodity tariffs for specific Latin American countries)

USA*Engage position: vote against motion receives (+)

7) H.R. 3005: To grant the President Trade Promotion Authority

USA*Engage position: vote in favor of bill receives (+)

Grades for the Senate report card were determined by counting the following votes:

1) S. 1218, ILSA Extension Act of 2001: Extends the Iran-Libya Sanctions Act of 1996 for an additional 5 years through 2006

USA*Engage position – Vote of disapproval receives (+)

2) S. Amdt. 1481 to S. 149: Sen. Thompson’s amendment to the Export Administration Act tightening licensing procedures and certifications 

USA*Engage position – Vote in favor of tabling the amendment (+)

3) S. Amdt. 1065: Sen. Gramm’s amendment to provide for nondiscrimination in application of safety standards in NAFTA trucking laws with respect to Mexico

USA*Engage position – Vote against tabling amendment (+) 

4) H.J. Res. 51: Rep. Armey’s resolution to extend nondiscriminatory treatment to products of Vietnam
USA*Engage position – Vote for resolution receives (+)
USA*ENGAGE is a coalition of over 670 small and large businesses, agriculture groups and trade associations working to seek alternatives to the proliferation of unilateral U.S. foreign policy sanctions and to promote the benefits of U.S. engagement abroad.  For more information on USA*ENGAGE and the harmful effects of unilateral trade sanctions, visit the USA*ENGAGE web site at www.usaengage.org.
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